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Metamorphic rock is
rock which has been
changed by heat and/or pre
sure, often over a long pe-
riod of time. The original
rock, sometimes called the
parent rock, may have beer
anigneousrock, asedi-

mentary rock or even an-

come another kind of meta-
morphic rock callegchist

The metamorphic rock
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stone a sedimentary rock.
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But what actually hap-
pened to the sandstone to
change it into quartzite?
The sandstone did not melt.
At higher temperatures, the
sandstoneecrystallized —
the quartz crystals in the
rock enlarged and grew to-
gether. This resulted in a
whole new texture and also
made the quartzite much
stronger than the original
sandstone.

In this activity, you will
use a kind of clay called ce-
ramic greenware. Clay is
basically mud, just like the
sediments that make up
many sedimentary rocks.
The clay will be heated in a
special oven called a kiln.
After it is heated for a while,
it will recrystallize into
bisque, a kind of pottery.
The bisque will have a dif-
ferent texture and appear-
ance than the original
greenware. This process is
similar to sandstone chang-
ing into quartzite.
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